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Barry and I met during VN language training at the Naval Amphibious Base, Coronado, CA in the summer of 1967 (we did not know each other as Mids).  We then went on to PBR and weapons training at the Naval Inshore Operations Training Center (NIOTC), Mare Island, Vallejo, CA where we trained with other officers and enlisted of our prospective River Sections.  (A River Section, lead by a senior LT Officer-in-Charge, had about 5-7 officers ((OIC, XO/OPS, Maintenance, Senior Patrol Officer, + 1-2 Lt (jgs); 40-50 enlisted and 10 River Patrol Boats.  When Vadm Zumwalt became COMNAVFORV he had the River Sections upgraded to River Divisions and the LT OICs became a Commanders (Commanding Officers).

 In early January 1968, upon completion of training, we, with most of our River Section shipmates, then flew to Clark AFB in the Philippines and bussed over to Subic Bay Naval Base for a week of Jungle Environmental Survival Training (JEST) with the Nigrito guides in the hills behind the Subic golf course. We were supposed to leave that weekend for Saigon but Tet of '68 was then in full swing. Tan Son Nhut Airbase and Saigon were under serious attack by the VC and all troop rotation flights were on hold --- so Barry and I spent the next two+ weeks living in the BOQ at Cubi Point/on liberty in the PI.

 When Saigon was deemed secure enough for troop rotation flights to resume, Barry  and I formed up again with our River Section shipmates and flew on a World Airways charter flight from Clark AFB to Tan Son Nhut, for a quick drop off at the passenger terminal (the pilot kept the outboard engines running and didn't even take a fuel truck).  The airfield had beenrocketed the night before and there were smoldering remains of aircraft in the    revetments.  The guys in the terminal who had spent the night there waiting to leave country could hardly wait for us to get off the plane before they were onboard and it was gone -- and we were stuck in the terminal because nobody was expecting us and regular transportation/troop processing had ceased during the attacks.  Our senior officer finally found a working telephone line and called the COMNAVFORV staff to let them know that we were in country.  They got a bus with armed sailors to pick us up and take us to the Navy leased hotel in the Cholon district.  That night Tan Son Nhut was again rocketed by the VC and the terminal was hit, reportedly killing at least one of the troops waiting for the next day's flight out.

At the Navy billet we were checked in and issued weapons and flak jackets and some of    us were assigned to help man guard posts about the perimeter.  After a couple of days bunkered in at the hotel, standing guard duty and listening to random shots and artillery fire, the VC attack had been defeated and Saigon and local roads secured sufficiently enough to bus us about 15 miles southeast of Saigon to the US Navy PBR, helo and mine sweeper base at Nha Be, at the junction of the Saigon and Soi Rap rivers.

At some time before we got to Nha Be, two (I think two) of the Nha Be based River    Sections had been shipped from Nha Be in III Corps to Cua Viet in I Corps.    These PBRs were in heavy combat providing escort for LCUs and LCMs moving supplies up the river to Dong Ha in support of the Marines retaking Hue City.

 Because our boats were late arriving in country, Barry and I and some other LT's and    LT (jg)'s were assigned to a pool of junior officers TAD to existing River Sections working as Patrol Officers on PBR patrols in the Rung Sat Special Zone on the Long Tau shipping channel that ran through the RSSZ from Vung Tau to Saigon.  When the call came for additional officers to help augment the River Sections and convoy operations out of Cua Viet, Barry volunteered.

 Perhaps a month later I heard that Barry had been killed in action while serving as a    convoy commander riding onboard an LCU on the Cua Viet river.

Sometime thereafter, one of the Cua Viet based River Section officers, then back in Nha    Be, told me that Barry's convoy had come under NVA attack and that his LCU had been hit by recoilless rifle fire.  Several of the crew were wounded, Barry the most severely.  The vocal wounded received prompt first aid, but Barry was unconscious and had lost too much blood before the severity of his wounds were recognized and necessary treatment was provided.  This officer felt that that convoy LCU crew lacked the discipline and mutual    support of the PBR crews.  He said that if they had provided prompt first aid and medivac Barry probably could have been saved.

As I recall the only family that Barry had was his mother in Redondo Beach, CA, I    believe.  Barry also had met a San Diego girl, whose name I don't remember, while we were in training in Coronado.  Barry was a very good dancer as was she, and they dated seriously before we departed the US.  By the time I learned that he had been KIA and how he died, our boats had arrived in country and I was heavily involved as XO/OPS in forming up our River Section, its training and operations in the Rung Sat and later with my own River Division; so I never had the opportunity/occasion to try to find Barry's mother and his girl friend to communicate my condolences.  By the time I got back to the States, assigned as an instructor at NIOTC Mare Island, it was late Fall of 1969.  I thought about trying to contact them but reluctantly concluded that to do so would only bring more grief and questions that I didn't want to answer.

 Barry was a good friend and brave classmate whose death was a shame. 

Tom    

More information provided by “Fox” Farrell:

On March 5, 1968 Lieutenant Barry W. Hooper, USN of River Division 55 was killed in action while serving as a convoy commander assigned to Task Force CLEARWATER.  LT Hooper’s convoy, composed of 5 LCUs and 3 LCM-8 logistical craft, 2 LCM-6 minesweepers, 2 armed LCPL patrol craft and 2 U.S. Marine Corp armed helicopters, departed Cua Viet bound for Dong Ha to deliver vital cargo to beleaguered free world forces.  As the convoy approached the mouth of the Hien Giang River it was ambushed by Viet Cong and North Vietnamese forces who were entrenched in heavily fortified bunkers along both banks of the river.  The enemy rained a deadly hail of crossfire from heavy automatic weapons, small arms and recoilless rifles on the convoy.  LT Hooper reacted to the ambush in a swift, bold and decisive manner as he climbed to the conning area of the YFU64, on which he was embarked, and from an exposed position he effectively directed the convoy units in evading the enemy fire and returning accurate and suppressive fire at the enemy positions.  For 30 minutes the battle raged and as the last unit had cleared the ambush zone, YFU64 receives a direct hit in the conning area that mortally wounded LT Hooper. As the result of his superb leadership, the convoy fought its way through to its destination with the supplies it carried.

 

For context see also - http://www.history.navy.mil/seairland/chap3.htm
 

On 24 February 1968 COMNAVFORV established Task Force Clearwater, under the operational control of the Commanding General III Marine Amphibious Force. The river sailors gave critical support to allied forces fighting to contain the enemy in I Corps. The mission of the task force was to secure the Perfume River (which gave access to Hue from the sea) and the Cua Viet River. The Task Force eased supply efforts to American forces arrayed along the DMZ and holding the besieged outpost at Khe Sanh. Task Force Clearwater could also call on helicopter, attack aircraft, artillery, naval gunfire, and ground troop support from other units in the I Corps region. Convoys bristling with weaponry were required to maintain the line of communication with forward combat units. The naval forces carried out vital minesweeping and patrolling operations. During 1968, Task Force Clearwater's support was crucial to the successful defense of Khe Sanh, the recapture of Hue, and the defeat of the enemy offensive in I Corps.
 


